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Jerrime Mcafee Jr. and John Cannon, theatre camp participants, perform a scene in the original musical “Do You 
Know Who You Are?” recently. The play was written and directed by India McDougle, DU class of  2005. The play 
began last weekend in Cook Theatre and will be performed Friday through Sunday as well. Shows are at 7 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday, with a 3 p.m. matinee on Sunday. Tickets are $15 and $10 for students and senior citizens. 
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Dillard’s student body declined slightly 
between fall and spring 2015 – by 5.3 per-
cent – for a number of  reasons, includ-
ing the university’s pricetag, according to 
David Page, vice president of  enrollment 
management.

Page said 1,136 students are enrolled 
this semester, compared with 1,200 for the 
fall. He said a slight enrollment decline is 

typical at most institutions between the two 
semesters.

However, Page identified the university’s 
mandated fees as the main reason some 
students did not return this semester. Tu-
ition did not change between semesters, he 
noted. Other issues students mentioned in-
cluded the cafeteria and student life, Page 
said.

“Some students just did not feel they 
were getting what they paid for, inside and 

out of  the classroom,” said Page. 
He said other reasons for the decline 

included December graduates, internships, 
study abroad opportunities and academic 
suspensions.

The enrollment breakdown released by 
Page indicates the Dillard student body is 
comprised largely of  freshmen and seniors, 

See Students  on Page 2

Whitney Patterson
Editor-in-Chief

New York Times columnist, 
author and Louisiana native 
Charles Blow said persistence 
helped him deal with life’s in-
equalities in a speech Feb. 3 in 
Georges Auditorium at Dillard 
University.

“Never let anyone halfway 
up the hill tell you there is no 
hill,” Blow told an audience of  
about 120 students, faculty and 
guests for the second of  third 
in a series of  “Brain Food” lec-
tures this semester. His speech 
was followed by a book-signing 
of  his memoir, “Fire Shut Up 
in My Bones.”

The final lecture of  the se-
mester is set for 7 p.m. next 
Monday, March 9, featuring 
Iyanla Vanzant, author, life 
coach and host of  the TV show 
“Iyanla Fix My Life” on OWN. 

Blow, 44, a Gibsland native 
and Grambling State University 
graduate, explained how his life 
was altered at a young age and 
how he learned to channel his 
emotions during what many 
would consider to be a hard-
scrabble childhood. 

Blow was born in north 
Louisiana as the youngest of  
four brothers. According to his 
memoir, he grew up poor, but 
his intelligence was recognized 
by his fourth-grade teacher, and 
he ended up at Grambling State 
University, earning his bach-
elor’s degree in mass commu-
nications. He was initiated into 
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Prior “House of  the Young” showcases featured, in left photo, Ronyca Kelly and Rocharlotte Raphael using body 
paint as art, and Alia Fleury performing a song.

Dillard film senior’s next artists’ showcase March 28

females and Louisiana residents.
Nearly 30 percent of  students are fresh-

men, at 336 (29.5 percent), followed by se-
niors at 29.3 percent, or 333 students. Some 
241 students are sophomores, accounting 
for 21.2 percent, juniors have the smallest 
class, with 226 students, accounting for 19.8 
percent.

Women are still the majority on campus. 
Women account for about 72 percent of  

the student population and males about 27 
percent.

Although the university admits students 
from all over the country, the majority of  
Dillard students are largely from Louisiana, 
followed by California, Texas and Illinois, 
respectively. 

Nearly 68 percent, or 767 students, at 
Dillard are from Louisiana. California is 
No. 2 at 130 students, or 11.4 percent, with 

7.3 percent, or 83 students, from Texas, and 
nearly 6 percent, or 67 students, from Illi-
nois.

Enrollment pre-Hurricane Katrina at its 
highest was 2,092 in fall 2003. When Hur-
ricane Katrina hit in 2005, DU had 1,993 
students. Enrollment was at its lowest in fall 
2008, when DU had only 851 students. The 
highest enrollment post-Katrina was 1,307 
in 2012.

Franky Canga 

For nearly his entire college career, a 
New Orleans film senior at Dillard has of-
fered an artists’ showcase for college-age 
students to perform or show their work.

Called “The House of  the Young” since 
2012, the next event is set for March 28 at 
The Willow in uptown New Orleans.

Edward Buckles gained wider metropol-
itan notice last fall when he placed second 
in the 2014 New Orleans Film Festival’s 
“Pitch Perfect” competition for his docu-
mentary “Katrina Babies.”

Even so, Buckles has been known since 
February 2011 among aficionados of  his 
events, which blend live music, spoken-
word poetry and art featuring local artists.

Buckles recalled how his original inspira-
tion came from attending a friend’s birth-
day party that was called “24 Inspirations.”

“It was an event that had live music, 
poets and local rappers,” Buckles said. “I 
thought to myself, ‘Why don’t people my 
age go to or have events like that?’ ”

From that event was born the idea of  
offering positive, art-related events that 
would allow youth to express themselves. 
Since New Orleans didn’t have such a ven-

ue, Buckles decided he would create one.
The first series of  shows started under 

the name “Sounds of  the People” in Feb-
ruary 2011, but he said people found the 
name confusing.

“As we were doing these shows, I no-
ticed when I would pass out fliers, people 
would think that … it was strictly a poetry 
event. Not that there’s anything wrong with 
that – I just wanted it to be broader than 
that.”

After a little more than a year later, in 
April 2012, inspired by the mix-tape “House 
of  Balloons,” Buckles found a name that fit 
in “The House of  the Young.”

He still had no set venue, using any local 
music hall that would sustain his growing 
audience.

Then in the middle of  a packed show at 
Café Istanbul, Buckles said, Dwayne Jones, 
a media representative of  the House of  
Blues, approached him about taking the 
show to the House of  Blues.

The process to select performers for the 
show is normally done by sending an email 
submission to Buckles at ebucklesvision@
gmail.com.

Buckles and his House of  the Young 
street team sort through the emails and de-

cided which acts to choose. He said their 
decisions are based on whether or not the 
performers fit into the style or cohesiveness 
of  the show.

Submissions may range from rap artists 
to graphic designers, but if  the performers 
don’t into the format of  the show, they are 
not chosen, he said. The format consists of  
live musical acts, artist showcases and poets. 

Many Dillard students have either par-
ticipated in the events or are a part of  the 
actual street team.

One student in particular, New Orleans 
theatre major Rahim Glaspy performed at 
Buckles’ event and then went to collaborate 
with Buckles on film-related projects.

“Seeing so many young people come out 
and support such a positive event made me 
want to do it more,” he said.

Buckles said he’d like to see “The House 
of  the Young” take on a more national and 
even international stage.

He said he would want to continue to 
showcase indie and undiscovered artists but 
also incorporate more famous artists. 

“You don’t have to go to an Ivy League 
school to make a difference or make things 
happen. If  you’re focused and determined, 
you can make it happen,” Buckles said.
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‘Please Stop Helping Us’ author offers his rationale
Darren Scioneaux Jr.| 

Courtbouillon

Jason Riley discusses his book and 
philosophy Jan. 26 in  Georges 

Auditorium in photo at right. Below, 
Monae Howard, left, a political sci-
ence junior from Mississippi, asks a 

question after the speech.

Blow
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the Gamma Psi chapter of  Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity  
Inc. and became chapter president. 

According to Blow, the graphics internship with The 
New York Times did not exist initially, but his tenacity 
and wit at an Atlanta job fair resulted in the creation of  
an internship specifically for him.  In 1994, he became 
graphics editor there and later an op-ed columnist.

Blow has helped lead the newspaper win awards 
such as “best of  show” from the Society of  News De-
sign and first two in show awards from the Malofiej 
International Infographics Summit.

“It’s about sheer tenacity; that’s what success is all 
about,” said Blow. 

Blow’s memoir explained each turning point of  his 
life, including his struggles to understand the death of  
his grandmother, Mam’ Grace; the absence of  his fa-
ther; and being molested as a child by a relative. He said 
he used writing as an outlet to numb the pain. 

“This book is about the traumatic legacy of  a child-
hood sexual abuse and how it hovered over a life,” 
Blow said. 

As expressed in his memoir, learning how to trust 
people was a major factor in Blow’s childhood. The 
sexual abuse by someone who was so close to him 
forced him to second-guess his sexuality and even to 
consider violent retaliation as an adult. 

He battled with knowing the truth about what had 

taken place and also with the fact that his mother, his 
“rock,” was completely oblivious to the abuse. Blow 
did not let his mother know until he was an adult and 
writing his biography. 

“Part of  me wanted desperately to tell her, but an-
other part of  me believed that was beyond the realm of  
possibility – she would punish me, or kill him or both,” 
said Blow. 

After the years of  pain and confusion, the idea of  
murdering his abuser seemed to be the only logical 
thing that could help Blow to move forward. 

“I was convinced that if  I removed him from the 
world, the part of  me that I despised would go away 
with him,” Blow said. Fortunately, he overcame the im-
pulse.

In spite of  the hardships Blow endured, he decided 
not to allow them to consume him. 

“No one could strip me of  my value and dignity,” 
Blow said. “You owe it to yourself  to love yourself  as 
exactly who you are.”

“No one could strip me of my value and 
dignity,” Blow said. “You owe it to yourself 

to love yourself as exactly who you are.”

Astasia Williams| 
Courtbouillon

Charles Blow, a Louisiana 
native and New York Times 
journalist, urges tenacity dur-
ing his speech Feb. 3 in photo 
at left. Below, Clayon Wilson, 
a psychology junior from 
Miami, poses with Blow.

Ja’Mesha Holmes
Wall Street Journal editorial 

writer and conservative author 
Jason Riley reiterated his theme 
that government programs and 
liberal thought, however well-
intentioned, are crippling Afri-
can Americans when he visited 
Dillard University as the semes-
ter’s first “Brain Food” series 
lecturer.

Riley addressed an audience 
of  about 75 people in Georges 
Auditorium on Jan. 26.

Riley, a native of  Buffalo, 
N.Y. and an African American 
himself, is author of  “Please 
Stop Helping Us: How Liber-
als Make it Harder for Blacks to 
Succeed,” in which he blames 
liberalism for brainwashing 
black America. For that, Salon 
called him “the right’s favorite 
new race guru.”

Riley said in his book and in 
his Dillard speech that govern-
ment programs make blacks de-
pendent and unwilling to strive 
harder.

He said liberals encourage 
blacks to blame their problems 
on white and make themselves 
out to be the victims.

As a result, he said, “This has 
caused underprivileged blacks 

to become mocking targets for 
intellectuals and politicians.”

Describing the civil rights 
movement as having gone 
astray, Riley said liberals blame 
black pathology on the legacy 
of  slavery and Jim Crow, but he 
said that’s only half  the prob-
lem. He claimed many blacks 
take the “easy route” by point-
ing fingers instead of  taking re-
sponsibility for their situations.

Riley said the Voting Rights 
Act of  1965 was Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King’s biggest accomplish-
ment because the law helped 
blacks get registered to vote and 
allowed them a say on who gov-
erns them. Black registration 
increased dramatically.

However, Riley said the big-
gest issue with African Ameri-
cans is their culture. He said 
blacks read half  as many books 
and watch twice as much televi-
sion as their white counterparts.

These same individuals are 
procreating and raising children 
with the same mindset, which 
then becomes a horrid cycle, he 
said. The majority of  black chil-
dren are failing school because 
of  limited resources, lack of  
motivation, lack of  eagerness 
to learn and a desire to be en-

tertained, he added.
He said racism is not holding 

blacks back, but blacks them-
selves.

Riley said some have the 
mentality that one should be-
have according to stereotypes 
of  their race: Thus, they adopt 
and embrace the stereotypes 
and reject other behaviors. 

Riley pointed to what he 
called misconceptions blacks 
have about crime. He said 
blacks view police and whites as 
primary perpetrators when, in 
fact, blacks commit more vio-
lent crimes against one another 
than whites do.

He listed statistics suggest-
ing that black children growing 
up without a father in the home 
have higher odds for poor so-
cial outcomes.

Riley quoted abolitionist 
leader and former slave Freder-
ick Douglass in response to the 
19th century question, “What 
shall we do with the Negro?”

Douglass is quoted as say-
ing at the time: “Do nothing 
with us! ...All I ask is, give him 
a chance to stand on his own 
legs! ” 

Riley agreed, and said inter-
ference has caused blacks to not 

Riley: Blacks take ‘easy route’ by blaming others
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DU insurance coverage:
Do students still need it?

Some students feel the university’s decision to eliminate option-
al health insurance coverage poses a financial burden, but all of  us 
should investigate using the latest option open to all Americans: 
coverage through the Affordable Care Act, or Obamacare.

Unfortunately, the deadline for coverage through Obamacare 
was Feb. 15 unless you have a change in life circumstances, such 
as a job loss.

Sheba Logan, director of  auxiliary services and risk manage-
ment, said the decision to eliminate the optional university insur-
ance was made because many students either waived the coverage 
or didn’t utilize it, and elimination saved the university money. 

Just a year ago, students could waive the insurance provided 
through the university if  they had their own individual coverage. 
For some students, the decision to eliminate health coverage poses 
a burden. 

Alexandria Holmes, senior psychology major from Houston, 
said, “Even though there were limitations on what I could use the 
insurance for, it was still helpful for when I did have a medical 
emergency. I don’t have medical insurance, so it’s kind of  difficult 
to get health-care services without it.”

Alexis Walker, junior public health major from St. Louis, said 
she has insurance but fears for her friends who don’t.

“I think eliminating health-care coverage through the school 
wasn’t a good idea for the sake of  those who struggle to get it.”

According to Obamacarefacts.com, the main focus is to pro-
vide more Americans with access to affordable health insurance, 
improve the quality of  health care and health insurance, regulate 
the health insurance industry and reduce health care spending in 
the nation.

 The advantages for college students include:
• Young adults can stay on their parents’ plans until 26.
• Young adults with limited incomes will be exempt from 

the fee and/or qualify for free or low-cost coverage through the 
health insurance marketplace.

• Six in 10 young adults will qualify for coverage that costs 
$100 or less a month after subsidies.

Obamacare protects individuals from being dropped from cov-
erage when they get sick or make an honest mistake on their ap-
plications. And you can’t be charged more for being a woman.

Other protections ensure you have the right to a rapid appeal, 
and health insurance companies can’t make unjustified rate hikes.

If  the Obamacare deadline of  Feb. 15 was missed, Minimum 
Essential Coverage in the individual and family market for 2015 is 
not available. Those who lack coverage will owe the fee for each 
month you go without coverage or an exemption in 2015. The 
only way around this is to qualify for a special enrollment period 
due to qualifying life events, or qualifying for another coverage. 
(Visit Obamacare.com to see a list of  qualifying life events.) 

The cost of  Obamacare is based on income, and a plan should 
not be any more than $100 for young adults who currently don’t 
have any coverage. This is a possible alternative plan for students 
in need of  healthcare coverage. Other options include Medicaid, 
Medicare and Children’s Health Insurance Program, or CHIP.

(Unfortunately, in Louisiana, Gov. Bobby Jindal’s refusal of  
expanded Medicaid means many who would have been covered 
under Medicaid because they’re sick and jobless are out of  luck.)

Perhaps the university should revisits decision to offer optional 
health insurance coverage. And students should investigate the 
specifics of  Obamacare, along with Medicaid, Medicare and CHIP.

(Managing Editor Delesia Daniels wrote the editorial on behalf  of  the 
Courtbouillon staff.)

Who gets credit for our culture?
Whitney Patterson
Editor-in-Chief 

Our interesting quirks and 
unique culture have allowed 
us as a black society to create 
trends in music, language and 
style, which all have been popu-
lar topics on Black Twitter. So 
is it OK that other cultures are 
capitalizing from our creativity?  

Black Twitter is its own com-
munity within Twitter that is a 
cultural force, which focuses on 
the interests of  young black in-
dividuals online in America and 
beyond.

According to a 2013 study by 
the Pew Research Center, more 
than a quarter of  all black Inter-
net users are on Twitter, com-
pared with 14 percent of  white, 
non-Hispanic Internet users.

While topics that interest the 
black community are floating 
around the Internet, the source 
of  the pop culture genius is be-
ing overlooked.

A tweet from a popular twit-
ter user, Mars Blackmon (who 
writes under the same name as 
the fictional character in Spike 
Lee’s “She’s Gotta Have It”), 
sums more specifically: “Black 
people invent things, and white 
people capitalize on them...
Twerking isn’t an exception.” 

I have no intention of  nega-
tively singling out the white 
race, but the many times when 
we’ve created something that is 

for us, they somehow become 
mainstream with a white face 
behind it. We all know this isn’t 
a new phenomenon since many 
entertainers, such as singer Pat 
Boone and others, became fa-
mous and rich by covering the 
songs of  black entertainers.

The slang phrase “on fleek,” 
the dance “nae nae,” twerk-
ing and other things originated 
from the exposure from Black 
Twitter are now being mocked 
by people who have no idea 
where it was originated.

The then-popular phrase 
“bling bling,” was put on the 
map by Cash Money artists, BG, 
Hot Boyz and the Big Tymers 
by the popularity of  the song 
“Bling Bling.”

MTV columnist Minya Oh 
in 2003 said, “The next time 
you and your pals coin a slang 
term to describe your latest be-

jeweled accessories, don’t bet 
on keeping it exclusive.” The 
linguistics “gangstas” over at 
the Oxford English Dictionary 
aren’t “new jacks” to the latest 
“def ” lingo. Black Twitter is not 
only a place to express black 
interests, but it also acts as a 
news source for the black com-
munity. In each of  the current 
deaths of  young black people, 
hashtags were created to pro-
mote awareness before they hit 
national news.

Mainstream U.S. media 
first took serious notice of  
Black Twitter last year, when 
it abruptly rose up to scuttle a 
book deal for a juror in the trial 
of  George Zimmerman, who 
was acquitted of  murder in the 
death of  Trayvon Martin. That 
was the first time that blacks 
used Twitter “in a very powerful 
and political way,” said Crystal 
Washington, a black Houston 
social media consultant in an 
AP article by Jessie J. Holland, 
titled “Black Twitter growing 
into online force.” 

In our efforts to spread the 
word about pressing topics 
within the black community, 
Black Twitter is now a breeding 
ground for opinions and news 
that speak directly to the black 
people. 

Black Twitter is only the 
beginning of  our activism and 
creativity. 

Whitney Patterson 
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Editor’s note:  The following questions were 
compiled by Mariah Hickman from offerings of 
various students recently. If you have a ques-
tion, tweet it to @CourtbouillonDU.

1.  Why aren’t African languages offered at 
an HBCU?
2.  Why aren’t students aware of crime?
3.  Should we be made to pay for printing?
4.  Are you content with on campus extra-
curricular activities?
5.  Do off-campus commuters feel in-
volved?
6.  Will there be another edition of Natural 
Hair University?
7.  Why don’t students participate in Brain 
Food lectures?
8.  Has Convocation been useful?
9.  What are the benefits to the Honors 

Program?
10.  Why are DU Dollars only available for 
upperclassmen?
11.  Where are the vending machines when 
you need them?
12.  Can we get more NON-Kearny food 
options?
13.  Why aren’t student resources such as 
Kearny and the library open later?
14.  Why don’t the blue emergency poles 
work?
15.  Why can’t student rent the shuttles?
16.  Why is it so controversial to have the 
Pan-African flag hanging at an HBCU?
17.  Why isn’t the space behind the tennis 
courts being utilized?
18.  Why are student responsible for replac-
ing dorm lightbulbs?

 

18 QUESTIONSWORD ON THE AVE 

Do you feel secure on campus?
Why or why not?

Lydeious Isaac
Junior

Nursing
McComb, Miss.

“Yes. I feel secure on campus because we are a small campus, 
and there are campus police available at all time. We all know 
each other on campus, and if there are any strange events oc-
curring, we ask each other if we are OK and report if needed.”

Brittaney Hicks
Senior

Accounting
Chicago

Keylantra Taylor
Senior
Physics

Houston

“It’s pretty biased. Some days I feel safe; other days I’m 
afraid because I have been robbed twice

with on-campus living.”

“Yes, I do feel secure on campus. However, security should 
spend more time harassing people who they know do not go 

to Dillard instead of harassing students.”

Sunday, March 8,  2015Photos and  interviews conducted
by Darren  Scioneaux
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RAs: Students must help with trashy dorms

Four panelists reflect on MLK’s dream a half-century later

STEM gets grant,
creates chapter

DU gets $100,000 
for Creole research

The Williams/Straight and Camphor/
Hartzell dorms have been revamped for 
the growing community of  on-campus stu-
dents, but while many students are happy 
to be living among their friends, some com-
plain the hallways are too disgusting to bear.

In response, dorm supervisors and other 
students said students have a responsibility 
to clean up after themselves.

Walking through the hallways, it’s not un-
usual to see discarded chip bags, unopened 
containers of  food, clothing and even un-
mentionable substances such as vomit.

“It’s a mess,” said Lundun Love, a stu-
dent leader and biology major from Los 
Angeles, said of  what she has seen in her 
dorm, Hartzell Hall. “I feel like the janitors 
do their job as much as they can do, but 
the students need to help by putting trash 

away.”
She suggested some people might come 

from households in which they’re not ex-
pected to take care of  their own space; she 
added this should become a topic in RA 
meetings “to get the word out that this is 
where you live.”

“Yes, we do have those who pick up af-
ter us, but we are adults…It’s time to be 
adults and be responsible – especially in 
Williams,” she said.

Jeremy Carter, the residential life coor-
dinator for Straight and Gentilly Gardens, 
agreed and asked students to be proactive: 
Pick up trash even if  you didn’t drop it 
and/or call attention to overflowing trash 
“so we can get these issues taken care of.”

 “Picking up paper and tissue – I know 
that people may not want to touch that – 

but if  it’s a potato chip bag, throw it in the 
trash,” he urged.

Dillard has daily trash pickup within the 
dorms and weekly pickup for the dump-
sters outside, but some students suggest a 
more frequent schedule might be in order. 
Carter said while DU doesn’t provide trash 
bags for students since it’s a personal re-
sponsibility, no one would be turned down 
if  he or she asked for one.

One freshman living in Williams said, 
“It’s something new every day lying on the 
ground when I leave and come back. The 
janitors do their job, but some people don’t 
know how to act.

“I feel as we have the biggest problem 
because everyone is careless. It’s not a good 
look.”

(Amber Michaux contributed to this report.)

In conjunction with 
Dillard’s launching its 
chapter of  Women 
of  Color in STEM on 
Thursday, Feb. 26, AT&T 
announced it was contrib-
uting $10,000 to support 
minority females in the 
areas of  optics, physics 
and science, technology, 
engineering and math.

The luncheon meeting 
to launch the chapter was 
held in Georges Atrium, 
including Dillard students 
and others from area high 
schools. Dr. Abdallah 
Darwish, chairman and 
associate professor, said 
about 80 people attended.

DU has a long-stand-
ing history of  being 
among the top 15 schools 
graduating black students 
in physics, and more than 
80 percent of  DU’s phys-
ics graduates are women.

(Tia Banks contributed to 
this report.)

A six-person team 
led by Dr. Hannah Salt-
marsh, assistant profes-
sor of  English, has been 
awarded a $100,000, two-
year federal grant to in-
vestigate and teach about 
the Creole culture in New 
Orleans in all its facets, 
including food, folklore 
and music.

The National Endow-
ment for Humanities 
is funding the project, 
which will document con-
temporary black Creole 
culture, create a digital ar-
chive of  findings and seek 
to create a course on the 
subject.

Saltmarsh is the prin-
cipal investigator on the 
project, leading a team 
that includes Dr. Mona 
Lisa Saloy, program co-
ordinator and professor 
of  English; Dr. Nancy 
Dixon, assistant Eng-
lish professor; Dr. Nia 
Haydel, direct of  the 
Academic Center for Ex-
cellence; Mark Raymond, 
mass communication me-
dia specialist; and Cynthia 
Charles, library director.

(Ashle Mitchell contrib-
uted to this report.)

Peace. Equality. A dream deferred. Or 
diluted.

These were some of  the concepts dis-
cussed in a panel discussion of  “New Faces 
of  the Dream: A Dream Deferred?” held 
Jan. 20 in Lawless Memorial Chapel as one 
of  several events for the Martin Luther 
King Week 4 Peace.

The event, sponsored by Dillard, Loyola, 
Tulane and Xavier universities, featured 
four panelists, with rapper Dee-1 as mod-
erator. 

They included:
• Nandi Campbell, an associate pro-

fessor at Tulane School of  Law. 
• Dr. Alex Mikulich, a Roman Cath-

olic anti-racist theologian and social ethi-
cist. 

• Charles S. Corpew III, a psychol-
ogy professor at Loyola University and Tu-

lane graduate.
• Chavis Brockington, founder and 

CEO of  Brockington Enterprise, LLC. 
All four were asked, “What does King’s 

dream mean to you and why?”
Corpew said, “It means peace – to have 

a peaceful nation.” He referred to King’s 
non-violence philosophy in resolving con-
flict.

Campbell said her interpretation of  the 
dream, is Equality.

She also said that it’s OK to want equal-
ity, but we cannot ignore the history behind 
this country. 

Dee-1 asked whether the dream has 
been deferred.

Brockington responded, “It’s more so 
diluted.”

He explained that Americans to “an in-
credible job” acknowledging King’s dream 

but are not as successful with executing his 
dream.

“In order for us to carry out his dream, 
we have to get in that mindset of  becoming 
stronger as a community – become more 
united to make a voice,” he said.

Campbell said it’s important to be open 
and honest about this country’s history, in-
cluding current events such as instances of  
police brutality.

This event was one of  the MLK Week 
4 Peace events held at different universities 
around the city. Other events included a day 
of  service, a step-off  and a speech on so-
cial equality by film director/producer Mi-
chael Skolnik, who is president of  Def  Jam 
founder Russell Simmons’ GlobalGrind.
com. 

 (Astasia Williams contributed to this report.)

DU slice of life: hearts and health

Darren Scioneaux Jr.|  Courtbouillon

In left photo, Diana James, a biology freshman from New Orleans enjoys cotton candy during Valentine’s Day event hosted by Gamma Sigma Sigma on Jan 
30 on Kabacoff  Plaza. At right, Amaunnie Terry, a biology junior from Fairfield, Calif., gives blood during a recent event.


